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CHAPTER-1 

An Introduction to Resources 

Resources are the gifts of nature which satisfies human needs and are 

necessary for our survival. 

Classification of resources- 

Resources are classified into three-  

1. Natural resources  

2. Manmade resources 

3. Human resources 

 

1.Natural resources: - are further classified into renewable and non 

renewable resources. Renewable resources are wind, solar energy water 

etc. Non renewable are mineral fuels. Non renewable can be recyclable like 

gold silver etc. and few are non recyclable like coal, petroleum and natural 

gas. 

This was the basic classification of the resources. Further the resources are 

classified on the basis of origin, stock and distribution. 

(a)  Classification on the basis of origin- 

It is of two types biotic and abiotic. Living organisms plant and animals 

come under biotic resources where as air, water, land and minerals come 

under abiotic resources. 

(b)  Classification based on development- 

These are actual or developed resources and potential resources. 

(c)  Classification based on renewability- 

They can be classified into renewable or inexhaustible and non renewable 

or exhaustible resources. 
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(d)  Classification based on distribution- 

They are ubiquitos which are found everywhere like air and sunlight. The 

other is localized which are found at certain places like minerals. 

2. Man made resources- machines, tools, buildings and other 

infrastructure are its example. Technology is also a manmade resource. 

3. Human resources- knowledge and skill of human beings enhance the 

quality of human resource. 

Conservation of Resources- 

Using natural resources carefully and giving them time to get renewed is 

called conservation of resources. It is possible by the three R’s. Reduce, 

Reuse and Recycle.   

Sustainable Development of Resources- 

It means the development that takes place without damaging the 

environment. Human beings are using newer methods to conserve 

available resources and to minimize wastage.        


